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TAGS: EIND, RO 

SUBJ: MACHINE TOOL JOINT VENTURE 
REE: STATE 216753 

1 . WHEN CONTACTED FOLLOWING HIS RETURN FROM JAPAN TRIP, 
POPA OF MACHINE TOOL MINISTRY TOLD US THAT SINCE MINISTRY 
HAD NOT YET RECEIVED NMTBA RESPONSE TO MATERIALS ON 
PROJECT WHICH MINISTRY HAD TRANSMITTED TO NMTBA IN 
AUGUST, NEITHER POPA NOR ANYONE QUALIEIED TO DISCUSS 
PROJECT IN DETAIL PLANNING TO VISIT U.S. IN IMMEDIATE 
FUTURE. POSSIBILITY REMAINS THAT IE MINISTRY WERE TO 
RECEIVE NMTBA RESPONSE IN NEXT EEW DAYS, HIGH-LEVEL 
SPOKESMAN SUCH AS DEPUTY MINISTER MARGARITESCU MIGHT 
BE INCLUDED IN CEAUSESCU PARTY DURING DECEMBER 4-10 
PERIOD TO MEET WITH NMTBA MEMBERS CONCERNING PROJECT. 
OTHERWISE, DISCUSSIONS EITHER IN ROMANIA OR U.S. WILL 
BE ARRANGED FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF NMTBA RESPONSE. 
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